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Because this is the first letter of the New Year, we want to get 
back to the first few minutes of 1945 and tell you about a little toast 
that was proposed to all of you as the hands of the clock passed mid¬ 
night on January 1. It happenedat the home of a Faculty member so it 
was all quite proper and it happened so spontaneously that there was no 
doubt as to where our thoughts were that night. 

Our first toast of the New Year was something like this: "To each 
of our 1683 men in service: May this year bring all of us Victory and 
Peace and bring all of them back home once again." 


We believe that everywhere that New Year's morning, Muhlenberg men 
and with them millions of others breathed prayers like that and we hope 
that wherever you happened to be at the moment, you were aware of it. 
This year we have again resolved to do everything we can--no matter 
what that may involve--to help you make that a reality. 


Today we don't know which piece of news to break to you first-- 
the resignation of Coach Julian or the fact that the 11-game winning 
streak of Muhlenberg's basketball team finally was broken on Wednesday 
night when we bowed--but not too low--to Temple. 

Temple, which thus far this season lost only to Kentucky and that 
by a single point, was just a little too big and a little too strong 
for Muhlenberg and they took us into camp by a 58 to 47 score. But in 
the defeat the Mules lost little prestige. They played one of their 
best games Wednesday night and so did Temple. Temple's heighth advan¬ 
tage allowed them to take the ball from both bank boards far more ofte^ 
than Muhlenberg. There was plenty of spirit and the 3,500 spectators 
v/ere constantly on their feet cheering for a team that once again has 
been catapulted into the national limelight by its long string of con¬ 
secutive victories. The record now stands at eleven wins against the 
single loss and that, in the kind of a schedule Muhlenberg has been 
playing, isn't anything to be sneezed about. 


Since we wrote to you late in December, the basketball team added 
three wins to its record. We defeated the University of Pennsylvania 
in Philadelphia's Convention Hall 42 to 38 and then came back to Allen¬ 
town to add Swarthmore and Villanova to our list of victories by scores 
of 38 to 23 and 32 to 20, respectively. We're still ratedamong the 
country's best teams but we no longer are in the undefeated class.. 


We're pretty confident that the team will go on fighting on Satur¬ 
day night to take the measure of Franklin and Marshall. Next week we 
play Swarthmore at Swarthmore on January 17 and the United States . 
Marines of Philadelphia, on January 20 in Allentown.. For the balance 
of the month the schedule shows Villanova at Villanova on January 24, 
Lehigh at Bethlehem on the 26th, Albright in Allentown on the 27th, anc 1 
Bucknell at Lewi.sburg on the 31st. 


When the season ends on February 24 we'll be saying goodbye to 
Doggie Julian who will be leaving Muhlenberg after nine years as foot¬ 
ball and basketball coach. He resigned last week to become football 
backfield coach and basketball coach at Holy Cross College in Worcester 
Mass. The resignation came out of the clear blue after John "Ox" 
DeGrossa had been named head coach at the Massachusetts college.. 

Doggie will complete the basketball season at Muhlenberg and then will 
go to Holy Cross to get started on spring football practice.. 

The matter of a successor to the Cardinal and Gray mentor is very 
much in the air. There is a possibility--although it hasn't been dis- 
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cussed officially—that for the duration of the war local men may be 
named as seasonal coaches. The Athletic Council has not met since the 
resignation was announced. 


Here's a note of particular interest to those of you who were her 
during the last year of the Navy Training program: It's Commander. 
Frederick L. Douthit now. The Skipper of the SS Muhlenberg got his 
additional half stripe last week and as soon as the new hat comes 
through will be carrying an additional half-pound of gold bullion on 
his visor. Did wo tell you before that Lieutenant Lloyd P. Jordan, 
who was executive officer under Commander Lowenstein f*or several months 
now is the commanding officer of the Navy V-12 unit at Franklin and 
Marshall College. 


From where wo sit it looks as if cupid was pretty active during 
the past few weeks. Just for example: William 0. Bradley '42 was • 
married to Ruth P. Heiney on New Year's Day; PRIVATE FIRST CLASS 
WOODROW KISTLER '34 to Eileen F. Kinney on January 2; and FRANK H. 
REISNER '40 to Betty Jane Carl, on December 30. Perhaps there have 
been others that wo still have to hear about. Then there were some 
engagements: Marion Emig to ALTON HOFFMAN '45; Ruth Long to WARREN S. 
HARDING '43; Lucille E. Bieber to AVIATION CADET EDWIN M. FRIESE »44; 
Peggy Ueberroth to PRIVATE FIRST CLASS RICHARD D. MILLER, who is list 
ed with the '44 group of the V-12 unit; and her sister, Sally, to 
SEAMAN FIRST CLASS BRUCE EANDELONG «45. 


Once again we had to add a gold star to our service flag when 
word was received that LIEUTENANT FRANCIS A. BOYER '44 died on Septem¬ 
ber 8 of wounds ho received while fighting in France, That makes it 
14 gold stars representing Muhlenberg men who have given their lives 
in this war in the service of their country. 

We know of three more Muhlenberg men who are hospitalized as the 
result of battle wounds or injuries: PRIVATE LEONARD SNYDER *32 was 
wounded in Germany on December 19; LIEUTENANT ARLAN BOND '42 froze his 
foot while fighting with the American forces in Germany; and SOL RES- 
NIK '44 was wounded in Germany in September. The three are in mili¬ 
tary hospitals in England. P.esnik wears the Purple Heart with one 
cluster and the Army's Silver Star for bravery. 

Visitors during the past few days have included LIEUTENANT JACK 
JUPINA '41, just back from the South Pacific after 22 months of over¬ 
seas service with the Air Transport Command. By this time Jack is on 
his way to a new assignment-temporary he believes--on the West Coast. 
Just as he was tolling some of his stories, LIEUTENANT DONALD C. MACK 
'43 dropped in, enroute from Camp Lejeunc, where he completed his 
officers' training, to the Marine Corps base at San Diego. The next 
day we heard a few things about B-29 bombers from PRIVATE GERALD C. 
SNYDER '40, an armorer at the Army Air Base at Alamogorde, N.M. It's 
always good to see you fellows when you got back this way. Everything 
in the office stops when you walk in. Try it swe time and find out. 

We're rapidly eating up our allotted space, so here goes for a 
look at the overseas mail, particularly heavy over this past weekend 
as long overdue letters reached us from the fighting fronts. 

After reading in the papers some weeks ago that American forces 
captured and occupied Franz von Papen's villa inside the German border 
we have a little idea of where LIEUTENANT ROBERT HERBEIN '42 has been 
fighting. The other day we received a letter from him written on 
stationery bearing von Papen's crest and in the envelope were several 
calling cards, official and personal, of Adolph's little trickster who 
practiced his wiles as ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary. 

In the same mail we received a letter from MaJOR RICHARD N. THOMPSON 
'41, recrossing his old trails in France, and telling us that a pack 
age of war mementoes was on its way to Muhlenberg. Hint, hint--tbey 
are still attracting attention here. 


Over in Germany, while digging into fox holes, LIEUTENANT KENNETH 
DINGER '35 is doing a little bit of dreaming about the Pennsylvania 
German restaurant he plans to open in Allentown when he can once again 
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lay aside his khaki. We've just about promised him that it will be a 
popular hangout for Muhlenberg alumni and post-war students. The 
atmosphere is to bo very tricky and for this plug we'll expect the 
finest meal on the house on the opening day. Dinger--but we'll lot 
him tell you the story in the next issue.of the Alumni Magazine—has 
had several close calls. If you've read about or heard about the 
famous Red Ball Express that operated up to the front lines in France 
and Germany, you have reed about LIEUTENANT ALFRED GESCHEL '36, who 
has been overseas for more than a year and in France, Belgium, and 
Germany since July. He has seen 20,000 miles of the countryside from 
a jeep and is ready to admit that he prefers other means of transpor¬ 
tation. 

A lot of you fellows will probably remember CHARLES R. ’'DOC" 

KEIM of Catasauqua, and if you don't remember him you'll remember his 
cars. He's over in France right now getting ready to write an essay 
on--well, we don't know what the subject wiil be. Suffice it to say, 
he observes that the French women are unpredictable. Muhlenberg's 
Christmas gift of stationery to its service men was particularly wel¬ 
come to EDWARD HALPERIN '44 who received it in Germany where paper is 
rationed. As a matter of fact, he says, "writing paper is scarcer 
than hair on Bill Riter's head," We'll have to take another look at 
Bill to see just how acute the shortage really is. 

After six months of duty on a hospital ship, CORPORAL GUS MINIFRI 
*42 has been assigned to a hospital train operating in the United King¬ 
dom where he Is glad to bo eating good G.I. food after six months of 
mutton and more mutton. The Gormans have stripped Holland of practi¬ 
cally everything they could lay their hands on and carry away, accord¬ 
ing to LAMAR A. FESIG *46 who was in that country when fre wrote to us 
a few weeks ago. For a can of meat in a G.I.'s K rations he can have 
his laundry done. A pack of cigarettes or a chocolate bar will pay 
for the same service. SERGEANT HaRRY McGLADE '44, writing from Ger¬ 
many on December 3, says that towns that haven't been destroyed by the 
Air Force have been taken care of by artillery. Seldom can a civilian 
be seen when the American forces enter a German town. PFC. RALPH 
BAGGER '45, still fighting in France, would like to be back working on 
the WEEKLY once again. MAJOR HARRY B. UNDERWOOD '34 is still with the 
Army Medical Corps in England. Perhaps he may run into CAPTAIN MORTON 
SILVERMAN '34 who also has gone overseas with a medical unit. 

In France PRIVATE FIRST CLASS ERNEST H. WALLENDaR '46 says he has 
seen some action but is disgusted because personally he hasn't had a 
chance--or hadn't had up to two days before Christmas—to fire his 
rifle. Wherever it is that the Army has sent T/SGT. RAYMOND SCHOLL 
'46, he's enjoying himself and has nothing to complain about. Many 
times, writes PRIVATE FIRST CLASS HOWaRD HARING '46, the Muhlenberg 
news letter has been delivered directly to his foxhole in Germany. 

When LIEUTENANT J.F. MAXWELL '44 crossed the pond, he found, the trip a 
continuous round of pleasant, exciting events. His praises are also 
loud for the officers* club in Italy where he passes what idle moments 
he is able to snatch. Because of the kind of work LIEUTENANT LaWRENCE 
GUTH '31 Is doing with the Air Transport Command in France, personal 
news is scarce. He did tell us, however, that he took part in all 
three invasions of the continent and has a group that received the 
Presidential Citation twice. 

CAPTAIN HAMILTON T. CROWELL '28 has been visiting some of his old 
haunts in France and reports that Paris was heaven before the M.P.'s 
and the American Headquarters Troops arrived. Talking about the breaks 
he crossed the channel on an LST that took 30 Red Cross girls and their 
clubmobiles to France.- There have been some events, however, that have 
stamped the stark realities of war on him. Incidentally, the Crowell's 
have announced the arrival of a daughter, born last Fall. CORPORAL 
JOHN F. KERIN '42 is somewhere in Germany with such a long record of 
overseas service that he is beginning to feel like an exile. 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL FRANK M. BROWN '19 is still trying to straigh¬ 
ten the Leaning Tower of Pisa but may have to turn the job over to the 
Engineers. It's not entirely within the province of a chaplain. His 
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Christmas Eve Service was held in a Protestant church in which all the 
windows had been blown out by concussion. FRED WACKERNAGEL '33 is stil 
in Italy, but no longer with the American Field Service, He is with 
the Psychological Warfare Branch of the OWI which supplies all foreign 
news and a lot of local news to papers in Italy, His job has included 
writing a summary of war and world news for the Chief of Staff and 
batting out a few items for the general press after finishing his dallj 
stint as cable editor and wire editor. Another Christmas Day letter 
from Italy came from SERGEANT HENRY E. EISENHART *42, who missed decor¬ 
ated Christmas trees and the festive spirit of America on that holiday. 

Before going into the South Pacific area, we have a few notes 
from India. The team of ALFRED PIERCE '42 and SERGEANT SAM MELLNER '40 
was separated when Pierce was sent to a new base in India in December. 
They had been together in Assam for some time, Mellner gave us the tip 
that Pierce received the Air Medal with an oak leaf cluster and the Dis¬ 
tinguished Flying Cross. He has been hitting all the high spots of 
China, Mellner claims--we don't know whether from experience •“-that bam¬ 
boo juice is the best anaesthetic that has been discovered since cyclo¬ 
propane. Sorry that Tuss Becker '43, who had a hunch over in India that 
Muhlenberg's basketball team would be undefeated, was wrong. We'll 
pardon it, because he admitted his hunch was like those Haps Benfer get? 
before practically every game. Yes, Haps still gets them and he's righi 
sometimes. 

If LIEUTENANT ROGER JAMIESON '42 has any tears to shed out in the 
South Pacific, it's because the Marines have been withdrawn from Muhlen 
berg. Did we tell you before that LIEUTENANT CHARLES TRINKLE '42 is 
the office theatre censor on Leyte? And talking about Leyte, LIEUTEN¬ 
ANT PAUL FRITSCH '40 led a 20-man radio station team to Suluan and 
Dinagat, two small islands lying off Leyte, three days ahead of the 
initial invasion of the Philippines, Army Public Relations has given 
us quite an account of his exploits which you will find in the January 
issue of the Alumni Magazine. LIEUTENANT ROBERT M. EGAN '39 has come 
back from an island in the South Pacific where for 15 months he was 
group communications and air operations communications officer. But to 
get back to the Philippines once again, we have heard from LIEUTENANT 
LEONARD HODGKINSON '36 and he's one of the many Muhlenberg men out there 
Thanksgiving, he wrote, brought forth a delicious K ration with promise 
of turkey to come later. He and one of his fellows officers had the 
thrill--or was it that--to kill a cobra they found under their sack. 

You should see the picture of LIEUTENANT BOB ALBEE '42 and LIEUTENANT 
PAUL ARNER '43 that came through the mail the other day. As soon as we 
can find a few inches of space, we'll publish it in the Alumni Magazine. 
Arner also took part in the Leyte push. LIEUTENANT' FRED GEHR '32 has 
gone into the South Pacific. ENSIGN JACK HOUSER »43 says there isn't 
much excitement where he is right now, except that occasionally a few 
Japs decide to commit suicide by attempting to swim out from the islands 
to board the ships. He says it's a pleasure to dispatch them to their 
ancestors. 

But we must save a little space for the promotions and here they 
are: ENSIGN MELVIN E. DIETER »45; CORPORAL JOHN C. ROWE '46; CORPORAL 
ROBERT J. LIEBERMAN »40; LIEUTENANT (j.g.) PAUL ARNER '43; LIEUTENANT 
RAY WAHL *34; PRIVATE FIRST CLASS ERNEST WALLANDER '46; SERGEANT CHARLES 
R. HUBER r 44; TECHNICAL SERGEANT RAYMOND SCHOLL *46; LIEUTENANT HERMAN 
MAYFARTH '45; LIEUTENANT (j.g.) NEWTON K. DEIBERT »44; CAPTAIN HAMILTON 
T. CROWELL *28; SECOND LIEUTENANT DONALD C. MACK *43; LIEUTENANT (j.g,‘ 
RICHARD GOTTLIEB '41 and SEAMAN FIRST CLASS EDWARD JONES '46. 

We got to the bottom of this page sooner than we expected. We pn 
mised, however, to complete SERGEANT WARREN FLOWER's little serial. It 
was a girl, born December 28. The rest of the mail from the boys still 
at home will have to be saved until the next time. Until then--the 
same good luck we always have wished for you in double or triple measure 

Sincerely, 

/" 7 

/Gordon B,. Fistcr 

IFor the Alumni Office 



